Commentary

against the Act of God. The secret insecurity of the agnostic
is thus laid bare in the apparent self-sufficiency of the
Wishwood set-up, and its feudal pretentions; in mocking
the latter, Eliot is attacking the former. Wishwood is
another image for the death-in-life of western civilisation
that we see also in the 'Bloomsbury' background of
Prufrock, the nameless London sub-demi-monde back-
ground of Sweeney Agonistes, the cosmopolite background
of The Waste Land, the fascist-communist shirt-politics
background of The Rock, and the despair of the women of
Canterbury in Murder in the Cathedral.
Line 67.1 don't belong to any generation.

Mary feels she has missed her youth, if not her life. (See
page 196 below). Gerald's tactless bonhomie has hurt her
feelings.
Line 77. But life may still go right.

Amy is thinking that Harry, now a widower, is about to
return to Wishwood. He may marry Mary yet. As she says
in line 81,1 do not want the clock to stop in the dark.

A marriage between Harry and Mary would perpetuate
the Wishwood dynasty; that is how to stop the clock from
stopping.
Line 99. We are very lucky to have Harry at all.

The death of Harry's wife has freed Harry, by pure
luck, to return to Wishwood; his wife would have nothing
to do with Wishwood (See I. i. 168).
Line 110. You know what Agatha means.

What Violet supposes Agatha to mean is that it will be
painful for Harry to return to Wishwood, because of the
eight years* estrangement between him and the family,
created by his wife, now dead. To be readmitted to the fold,
with the implied admission that he had been in the wrong
to marry such a wife, would be painful. Of course Agatha
means nothing of the sort; her immense superiority of
intellect and feeling, as compared with her elder sister's,
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